For Immediate Release 
MLC Lecture Series 2010-2011 Features Renowned International Speakers      

Toronto, ON (September 27, 2010) – The Lecture Series 2010-2011 organized by the Modern Literature and Culture (MLC) Research Center features three prominent, international speakers: Professor Rachel Blau DuPlessis (Temple University), Professor Susan Buck-Morss (Cornell University), and Dr. John Wrighton (University of Brighton, UK). They explore the themes of autobiography, ethics, poetics, and politics, particularly as they relate to and have evolved out of modernist thought and experimentation. 
A renowned poet, essayist, feminist critic, and professor at Temple University, Professor Rachel Blau DuPlessis is the author of many books including such groundbreaking classics of literary criticism as Writing Beyond the Ending: Narrative Strategies of Twentieth-Century Women Writers (Indiana University Press, 1985), The Pink Guitar: Writing as a Feminist Practice (Routledge, 1990) and Blue Studios: Poetry and Its Cultural Work (University of Alabama Press, 2006). Her innovative and widely acclaimed ongoing long poem project, started in 1986, has been collected in numerous books. Professor DuPlessis’s lecture at Ryerson, “Poesis of the Long Poem: Autobiography of a Practice,” is followed by an on-stage interview with Toronto poet Margaret Christakos and is co-organized with the TransCanada Institute at University of Guelph.   
Susan Buck-Morss is a professor of Political Philosophy and Social Theory at Cornell University and one of the most diverse and multifaceted contemporary thinkers writing today. The recipient of numerous and prestigious awards and honours, she has lectured at institutions around the world. Buck-Morss is the author of seminal studies in literary theory, visual culture, philosophy and political thought, including The Origin of Negative Dialectics: Theodor W. Adorno, Walter Benjamin and the Frankfurt Institute (MacMillan Free Presss, 1977), The Dialectics of Seeing: Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project (The MIT Press, 1989), and most recently, Hegel, Haiti, and Universal History (University of Pittsburgh Press, 2009). Her lecture, “Culture as Communist Reception of the Past,” explores aesthetic experimentation in the realm of political activism, tying theory to practice in the context of modern culture. 
An emerging scholar, Dr. John Wrighton is a lecturer at Brighton University and the author of Ethics and Politics in Modern American Poetry (Routledge, 2009) who will be joining Ryerson University in 2011. Extending theories at the critical edge of thinking about poetics and ethics, Dr. Wrighton’s “poethical trajectory” involves the theories of philosopher Emmanuel Levinas to explore how experimental poetry can welcome “the other” by way of a participatory poetic innovation. Dr. Wrighton’s Ryerson lecture, “Ethics and Politics in Avant-Garde and Modern Poetry,” explores social responsibility and expressions of ethical concerns for others in the work of twentieth-century poets.  

Established in 2006, the Modern Literature and Culture Research Center is dedicated to the research and preservation of early twentieth-century artistic experimentation. Focusing on early modern literature and culture within a broad range of topics such as avant-garde literature and art, salon culture, visual culture, Modernism, and modernist biography and life writing, the MLCRC fosters linkages with national and international research partners, making leading scholarship available to the academic community and the general public through exhibitions, publications, lecture series, and outreach events. 
The MLC Research Center launched its annual lecture series in 2009 with the Metropolis Lecture Series.  The annual lecture series is funded through the Canada Research Chairs Program of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 
MLC Lecture Series 2010-2011 

Dr. Rachel Blau DuPlessis (Temple University)

Poesis of  a Long Poem: Autobiography of a Practice 

Thursday, October 21, 2010, 6:30 PM 

Heaslip House, 7th Floor, 297 Victoria Street 

Dr. Susan Buck-Morss (Cornell University)

Culture as a Communist Reception of the Past

Thursday, February 3, 2011, 3:30 PM

Heaslip House, 7th Floor, 297 Victoria Street

Dr. John Wrighton (Brighton University)

Ethics and Politics in Avant-garde and Modern Poetry 

Thursday, March 3, 2011, 3:30 PM 

Heaslip House, 7th Floor, 297 Victoria Street 
Free of charge. All welcome. Refreshments will be served. 

Contact: 
Karen McEwen, Research Coordinator 
Modern Literature and Culture Research Center 
T: 416-979-5000 ext. 7668 

E: admin@mlc.ryerson.ca

Webpage: www.ryerson.ca/mlc
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